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CITY OF FOUNTAIN VALLEY

10200 SLATER AVENUE « FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708-4736+ (714) 593-4400, FAX: (714) 593-4498

EXCERPT OF
MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Fountain Valley was held on June 15, 2004.
COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Ayer, Brothers, Collins, Crandall, Carrozzo
COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT: None

17.  RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY IDENTITY THEFT EINDINGS

The Vole was 5-0 to accept the responses to the Grand Jury Report and forward them to the Grand Jury
and Judge Hom.

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Guy Carrozzo declared the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.,

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF ORANGE )ss
CITY OF FOUNTAIN VALLEY )

|, Jane Irvin, Deputy City Clerk of the City of Fountain Valley, hereby certify the foregoing to be a full, true,
and correct copy of the minute entry on record in the Office of the City Clerk.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Seal of the City of Fountain Valley
this 30" day of May, 2004,

A\
Deputy City Clerk of the City of
Fountain Valley, California



CITY OF FOUNTAIN VALLEY

COUNCIL ACTION REQUEST

TO: Honorable Mayor and 7
Members of the City Council Agenda Date: June 15, 2004

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO GRAND JURY IDENTITY THEFT FINDINGS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:

The Orange County Grand Jury produced a report entitied, “Identity Theft: What Are
Local Law Enforcement and Prosecutors Doing to Combat the Problem?" In the Grand
Jury report, the Fountain Valley Police Department, along with other law enforcement
agencies, was specifically requested to respond to three listed findings (findings 3-5)
pursuant to Penal Code 933.05(f). State Law requires a comment on the finding in the
Grand Jury report be made by the goveming body and mayor of each City under the

Grand Jury’s jurisdiction. The following includes recommended responses to the Grand
Jury Report.

DISCUSSION:

Pursuant to Penal Code Section 933.05(a) and (b), the City must respond to each of the
findings in the Grand Jury report. This report was made public on April 16, 2004. Cities
must respond 80 days after the report is made public, or by July 16, 2004. The Police
Chief must also respond to the report, within 60 days, or by June 16, 2004. The Chief's
response is identical to the recommended responses in this report. Of the Report's five

Findings, only 3, 4, and 5 require response, since Findings 1 and 2 directly relate to the
Orange County District Attorney’s Office.

The Grand Jury's report is in response to the increase in thefts due to criminals using

pertinent personal information of victims to their own ends. From the Grand Jury's
report.

“In September 2003, the Federal Trade Commission
issued the report, ‘'Federal Trade Commission-ldentity
Theft Report’ in which the Commission notes that 27.3
million Americans have been the victims of identity theft
in the last five years, including 9.9 million in the last year
alone” (Orange County Grand Jury, 2004)

The Fountain Valley Police Department has worked, like our neighboring agencies, t
combat this crime trend. Below are the findings in the Grand Jury report to which th
City must respond, and the recommended responses to each finding as they relate fo
the Fountain Valley Police Department. It should be noted that the Orange Coupty
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Chiefs and Sheriff are responding similarly, and request that their governing bodies
respond similarly.

GRAND JURY FINDING

3. “The Orange County District Attomey, the Orange County Sheriff-Coroner
Department and the city police departments in Orange County take steps
to form and actively participate in a County-wide Regional identity Theft
Task Force comprised of representatives of each of these agencies. The
Task Force should seek the cooperation and participation of the United
States Postal Inspector, the United States Secret Service, the United

States Immigration and Naturalization Service and the United States
Federal Trade Commission.”

RESPONSE

The Fountain Valley Police Department has a Detective assigned to work
identity-theft-related crimes reported within our jurisdiction. Once a determination
has been made that a crime has been committed, resources from local, State
and the Federal Government (including the United States Postal Inspector,
Secret Service, Immigration and Naturalization Service and the Federal Trade

Commission) are already available to provide local assistance or assume
jurisdiction for the investigation.

The forming of a task force would not benefit our Department, as sufficient
resources and cooperation currently exist between faw enforcement agencies
informally. Qur Detective attends monthly meetings with the Orange County
Fraud and Credit Card Investigators Association, the Southern California Fraud
Investigators Association and the Intemational Association of Fraud and Credit
Card Investigators Assoclation. These meetings include law enforcement
agencies from the local and federal levels and the private sector, such as banks,
credit card companies and the credit bureaus. In addition, our existing resources
assigned to investigate identity thefts at the Fountain valley Police Department
can be used for other investigations as needed. This is crucial at a time of limited
financial resources and a limited work force. Typically, Officers assigned to a task
force are unavalilable for other investigative Department needs.

GRAND JURY FINDING

4, “Orange County city police departments and the Orange County Sheriff-
Coroner Department work cooperatively to develop standardized public

information materials, possibly modeled after excellent pamphlets that
now exist for use by all departments.”
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RESPONSE

The Fountain Valley Police Department developed a pamphlet several years ago
addressing identity theft and has a dedicated page on the Department’s website
as well. The brochure contains information on how to prevent identity theft, how
to report it and numerous other resources available related to the subject matter.
This written material has been made available to the public in English and has
been shared with numerous state and federal law enforcement agencies.

GRAND JURY FINDING

5. “Orange County city police departments and the Orange County Sheriff-
Coroner Department adopt a standardized identity-theft crime-reporting

form, possibly modeled after forms now in use by several police
departments.” '

RESPONSE

The Fountain Valley Police Department does not currently have a report form
dedicated to identity theft. The departments that use such forms developed them
for the purpose of having the public complete them. As such, the forms prompt
the victim for the information needed. Our Department has a Police Officer or a
trained civilian employee obtain the necessary information and write the police
report. We do not have the victim complete the report form. As a result, a fill-in-
the-blank-style report form is not necessary for our Department.

The response to the Grand Jury Report should be made to the Honorable Frederick P.
Hom, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court, 700 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana,
CA 92701, with a separate copy and an electronic format (PDF preferred) mailed to the
Orange County Grand Jury, 700 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana, CA 92701.

ALTERNATIVES:

Altarnative No. 1: Accept the responses to the Grand Jury Report and forward them
to the Grand Jury and Judge Horn. .

Aiternative No. 2: Do not accept the responses to the Grand Jury Report and direct
_ Staff to readdress the Grand Jury findings.

FINANGCIAL ANALYSIS:

If Council accepts Alternative No. 1, there will be no financial impact to the City.
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RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends City Council adopt Alternative No. 1: Accept the responses to the
Grand Jury Report and forward them to the Grand Jury and Judge Homn.

- '
PREPARED BY: V4 ﬁf M

Paul A. Sorrell, Chief of Police

Y P

Alan R. Burns, City Attorney

APPROVED BY: lg
aymond H. Kromer, City Manager

67104
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