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The Honorable Nancy W1eben Stock

' RESPONSE TO ORANGE COUNTY GRAND JURY REPORT

I have rev1ewed the Orange County Grand Jury Report and have responded to the findings and
recommendations as requested in accordance with Cahfornla Penal Code Sectlons 933 and’

' 933 05

FINDINGS

F 1 Orange. County Charter schools meet the 1ntent of the Educatmn Code 47600-

- 47664 by providing parents and pupils a choice in educational opportunities,

emphasizing specific learning experlences, and aldlng at—r1sk or academ1cally
v_'-low-achlevmg students ' :

I'agree with ﬁndi'ng F-1in the report -

e F-2 The numberof cnarter schools in'Gr ange County is not growmg commensurate' |
' : w1th the overall growth of charter schools in Callfornla

Based on the 1nformat10n prov1ded in the Grand dJ ury Report I agree w1th ﬁndlng F- 2

F-3 The Orange County school dlstr1cts over51ght costs, in . some d1str1cts, exceed
the authorlzed 1% relmbursement o :

The Buena Park Elementary School D1str1ct does not have any charter schools and does not
" have 1nformat1on regarding the overs1ght costs that are incurred by other d1str1cts in the

, county




RECOMMENDATIONS

R-1 Orange County school districts and Orange County Superintendent of Schools
continue to offer expanded choices of educational opportunities, as required in
the State Education Code, by utilizing charter schools as an option to provide
additional choices, especially for at-risk and academically low-achieving
students.

I agree with recommendation R-1.

R-2 The chaftering authorities should follow the intent of the legislature by
encouraging the establishment of charter schools by granting more charter
school petitions provided they meet the State requirements.
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~I-agreewithrecommendation R-2. ~ ‘

[ —

R-3 Local school districts provide adequate oversight of charter schools even
though State law does not allow for full reimbursement for such oversight.

| I agree with recommendation R-3.

\ Sincerely,

Lew Becker |
Superintendent



