CITY OF DANA PQINT '_ -4 | OFFICE OF 'l'ltE amy MANAGER
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July 14, 2008 . S o o - -

The Honorable Nancy Wieben Stock
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court
Orange County Superior Court -
700 Civic Center Drive West

Santa Ana, CA 92701

As directed by the Grand Jury, and in accordance with Penal Code Sections 933 and 933, 05,
the City of Dana Pomt has provrded |ts response to the followmg f|nd|ngs and recommendatlons ;
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F- 1. Some cities using I|m|ted-access shelters are sending ammals deemed
unadoptable to the County Animal Shelter, thereby shifting the cost and respon5|b|l|ty
for care and euthana5|a to the County if the ammals are not adopted

The Clty of Dana Pomt dlsagrees with the fmdmg

The San Clemente - Dana Pomt Animal Shelter does not send animals. from the|r]ur|sd|ct|on to
the Orange County Shelter. . All stray .animals found in the San Clemente - Dana Point shelter’s
jurisdiction enter the shelter population. The San Clemente - Dana Point Animal Shelter is a
limited-access  shelter only as’it-pertains to owner relinquished animals. The: San Clemente -
Dana Point ‘Shelter management staff-«does. not -have . the-ability - to euthanize unadoptable
animals that enter the shelter's population. For this reason, a policy was developed that
establishes specific criteria for the intake of owner relinquished animals and réstricts the intake
of unadoptable owned animals (dogs- and cats) into the shelter populat|on If-an owned animal -

~ is rejected for intake, the owner is provided a data sheet with phone numbers and addresses to
other shelters, humane societies, veterinarians, and animal rescue operatlons which may assist
in the placement or euthanization of their animal. These owners are not directed to the OCAS
shelter. It is the animal owners’ decision as to the flnal dlsposltlon of their anlmal

lt is lmportant to pomt out that wh|le Dana Pomt res|dents pay for the San Clemente Dana
Point:Animal-Shelter with local tax dollars -and-fees-paid-for-cervicesythey-centinue-to-pay-for - .. .-

services from the County of Orange with their 'property tax dollars that go to the -County of

Orange. As such, Dana Point residents aré entitled to receive benefits or services from the

County of Orange for those tax dollars received by the County. : -

R-1. The cities utlllzmg I|m|ted-access shelters adopt an open- shelter pollcy for all dogs _ ‘
and cats within their city limits or reimburse the County. Shelter for the expense of _
boardlng and euthamzmg ammals from the|r C|t|es R Y- - N '

A The recommendatlon to adopt an open she/ter pollcy WI// not be lmplemented
because itis not reasonable S . e
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~ The San’ CIemente - Dana Point Anlmal Shelter- contractuaIIy does not have the ab|l|ty to
euthanize unadoptable animals that enter the shelter and therefore cannot adopt an open-

B shelter policy.

B.. The recommendation for limited-access shelter cities to re/mburse the County'

- Shelter for the expense of _boarding and euthan/z/ng an/mals will not-be /mplemented
because itis not reasonable g e : -

: '-__Agaln |t is |mportant to pomt out that wh|Ie Dana: Pomt res|dents pay for the San Clemente -
+Dana_ Point Animal Shelter with local tax dollars and fees pa|d for Services; Dana Point residents .
r-'contlnue to pay for-serviceés from the- County of Orange with their: propérty tax doliars that go to .
_the County of Orange. As such, they are entitled to receive beneflts or. servrces from the County' -

. of Orange for those tax dollars recelved by the County

; '3The ‘San Clemente - Dana Pomt Anlmal Shelter does not send anlmals to the OCAS 'shelter,

=hordoes it-direct owners of ‘animais that are rejected for rel|an|shment from this jurisdiction to™

the OCAS shelter. As indicted earlier, these owners - are -provided information as to other
- shelters, humane socretres veterinarians, and animal rescue operations in the area that may
" assist in:the placement, or euthanization of their animal. It is the animal-owners’ decision as to
--the final disposition of: their an|maI it may be more effective for the OCAS shelter to examine
“other- alternatives such _as. establlshlng an owner- relinquishment: fee -for residents .from Dana

" “Point and other fimited-access shelter cities. who choose to relinquish their animals at the OCAS

sheiter should County choose.to |mplement a fee for serwce to supplement tax dollars already
recelved by res|dents of the County N ,




